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One of the functions of the BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION ASSOCIATION

is to provide information and guidance to the readers of the
genre, This, is the first of an intended series of Checklists
which, we hope will do just that. As I've always thought that

a mere listing is, by itself, somewhat incomplete, I felt that

a brief History of the magazine in question would also be worthy
of inclusion. That was the basic idea upon which this publicat-
ion was based, the fact that you are now reading it means that
guite a few people have contributed effort to its production. I'd
like to acknowledge that effort; to Brian Burgess goes the credit
for compiling the Checklists, to John Carnell (Editor of NEW WORLDS)
our thanks for authoring Tie Hiutory, Arthur H. Tavinder did the
job of stencilling both of these, Tersy Joceves is responsible for
the duplicating, and Eddie Jones did the fine covers

It is hoped that you will find the publication both informative
and interesting.
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A HISTORY ORNEWIWORLES

By
John Carnell

1959 - and the front cover panel of MNew Worlds proudly proclains
"13th Year of Publication", wlereas, in actual fact, the roots of Brit-
ain's premier science fiction nagazine go back te 1936, to a time when
many young men living in different parts of the country were first
beconing conscious of tlhe rising tide of organised fandon. Subsequently
termed First Fandon.

To more fully appreciate the rudirents of First Fendon and its
inpact upon world science fiction - frow which the entire basis of
international fandor has sprung - you nead to read Sam Moskowitz's The
Immortal Storm, published by .dvent Frubliskers, Chicago, (and possibly
still obtainable from Ken Slater of Fantast (ledway) Linited). For our
purpose here, however, it is sufficient to say that at the turn of 1936
the binding force of fandon still was Hugo Geranshack's "Science Fiction
Leapue" which he had originally organised in Wonder Stories.,

Lfter the formation of Gernsback's 5.F.L., a nunber of Chapters
were formed in Great Britain, notably in Leeds, Liverpool, Glasgow and
Leicester, but while the three former cities found sufficient local
mertbers to cormence their own activities, Leicester remained a somewhat
isolated comrunity. To offset this the three leading fans in the area
- Maurice Y. Hanson, Dennis Jacques and D, R. Smith produced Britain's
first regular fan nagazine, Novae Terrae. Filled with interesting and
controversial articles, news items, bhook reviews and details of the
current .merican magazine of that periocd, and published regularly every
nenth, it quickly becarie an outstanding success, its fame rapidly
spreading to America,

Barly in 1937 }aurice Hanson obtained a job in London bringing
his magazine with hin, and it was decided to produce it at my home,
where I had turned the attic into a 'den'.

With the formation of the Science Fiction Association in late
1937 at the first British Science ¥iction Convention held in Leeds,
Hovae Terrae became the official publication of that organization.
Subsequently when the adninistration of the S.¥.... was transferred from
Leeds to London, Hanson was by then too busy to ccentinue as editor and
I took over the position. The London Cormittee decided that a differ-
ent type of nagazine weould be an advantage, and Novae Terrae was
changed to New Worlds, produced gquarterly, considerably enlarged from
its predecesscr's size and included fiction and artwork,

In all, three issues appeared before the war forced the S.F.A,
into cold storage (from which it never energed). Lrtwork was in the
capable hands of Harry Turner, who has since done many illustrations
for professional nagazines. Fiction was by such notables as Arthur C.
Clarke, William ¥, Temple and Jchn Victor Yeterson.



It was at the cutbreak of war tlhat the first transition of New
Yorlds frorm an anateur magazine tc a professional one was made, altheugh
at that time, no one realised the far reaching effects involved. W. J.
Passinghan, at that time a feature writer on The Fassing Show and John
Bull, whe had writter many science fiction serials for the forner paper,
and was himself extremely enthusiastic about the medium, interested a
Canadian publishing fir: with offices in London in the possibilities of
a monthly science fiction magazine, and after a nunber of neetings with
then, I was offered the position of editcor. The title of the new mag-
azine? New Worldg!

liy official duties were due to commence on larch 1st 1340, but
the initial preparations started irn January of that year, during which
tine I contacted many leadiny British and .merican authors and very
quickly produced the necessary ccpy for the first three issues. Art-
work was to be done by Chester, already faious in The Passing Show for
his science fiction illustrations { an Lonour ke shared with Fortunino
Vatania).

However, despite everybody's optimism at that time that the war
was not going to be long or serious, Fate decreed that that particular
version of New Worlds was never tc be published. 3y March 1st the
whole idea had been cancelled and I put all the plans away in the botton
drawer of my desk at home where they remained untouched until January
1946 when I was derobilised from the aruy.

While on denob leave I was walking along Fleet Street one day
when I met Frank .rnold, who had long been proninent in London science
fiction activities, and who was at that tire working on the News
Chronicle. He informed me that he hiad written a nupmber of science
fiction stories for a firm called Fendulw: Publications Limited, with
offices in Lincoln's Inn and that one of the directors of that company
was an avid scicence fiction reader, and that he had plans for publishing
a regular science fiction nmagazine and wanted Frank to becorie its editor.
Frank insisted tl:at here was an opportunity tc unearth the 1940 file cn
New Worlds and sugpgestcd nmyself as elitor.

At a meeting twc weeks later I spent an entire afternoon tell-
ing them how inpcssible it would be for then: to produce a regular science
fiction magazine - shortage of paper, sucrtaege of authors, difficulties
of distribution, lack of artists - and, in short, that they were raving
mad! The outeoming of this neceting was taat I was given cone hundred
per cent control in producing the first professional issue of New Worlds!
If successful, further issues would follow.

I nust have read one and & half millicn words before chocsing
what finally turned out to be s very mediocre issue, which was published
in Lpril 1946 - and was a failure as far as sales were concerncd! How-
ever, the publisier { who subseqguently becane very fanous under the
pseudonyr: of 'Hank Janson') insisted on going ahead, and a second issue
{(with a nuch better cover painting) was published in the suturn, This
issue was a complete scllout, and so enthusiastic was the publisher that
he had extra covers printed with Tol:1 No:1 stripped in in place of Vol:
1 No:2, bound up all the unsold thousands of copies of No:1 and sc¢ld out
that issue too! {Copies of which are extremeiy rare today).
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Mired by this seemfﬁg success, despite the rigours of paper control, the
third issue was published in the Spring c¢f 1947 and also sold well., How-
ever, socn after this the lifficulties facing small publishers during
those immediate post-war years drove rendulum iublications into liquid-
ation, and all I ranaged to salvage from the wreck were the title rights
to the nagazine and, cnce again, the invaluable files.

The history of iew YWorlds then took another strange turn. During
the preceding year 2 regular weckly reeting of professional and seni-
professional writers hal grown up arcund iiyself in the 'pub around the
corner' fron rendulum's cffices - The White Horse in Fetter Lane - where
such notables as ..rthur Clarke, Bill Temple, }laurice Hugi, Jack Chandler,
John Wyndham, leter .hillips, Walter Gillings, John Christopher, Jchn
Burke, Charles Iric laine and many pre-war fans who were to hecone
writers - Ted Tubb, Syd Sounds, reter Eawkins, Den Doughty - discussed
the untimely death of New Werlds. .t vne of these 'postmortenm' meetings
scnebody hurcurcusly sugrested that thie cnly soclution would be to form a
Company of ocur cwn and continue the ragazine curselves. The idea was
irmediately taken up on all gides and within o few months the practic-
ability of the suggestion becane fairly evident.

It was decided to call the new Ccmpeny Nova lublications Limited
(note that once again the root went back to liaurice Hanson's Hovae Terrae)
The formation of thie Company tcok a whole year, during which time I had
ample opportunity for defining editorial reguirenents, interesting nany
possible writers in beconing centributors and trying to find suitable
artists. {4 long article covering this aspect of the formative years of
New Worlds was published in No: 5 entitled "The Circle of the White Herse"
and was written by Frank _.rncld).

Nowva's first issue appeared cn the boolzstalls as a quarterly in
the Surmier of 1649 s six nonths after the formaticn of the Corpany, and
nearly eigliteen months after No: 3 had appeared. It sold well and there
was never any doubt after that that the magazine would be 2 success.
Although Lampered by the restrictions ¢f the Cempany cnly being a spare
tine cccupation c¢f its working directcrs, twe issues were published in
1949, three in 155C, four in 1951 and then in January 13532 the nagazine
went bi-monthly,

This happy state cf affairs continued until }erch 1953, by whielh
tine the magazine was begirnning to assume some wminor fegree of inter—
national importance and the directors felt that it was time the magazine
went monthly. Cuctations were received fron rany printers and the con-
tract was cventually given to one firm in Fleet Street wio included paper
at an overall price which cculd not be iznored., Tuis turned out tc be 2
disastrous move, although noboedy on Nova was to realise it for some time.

The first issue fron the new printer (Ho: 21) skould have cour-
enced in .ipril but was lelayecd at tae works and eventually was published
with z dateline of June 195%. .t tie sare time and in the same fornmat,
Nova had launched Nova MNovels and feur titles aad been put in khand at tiae
printers. {(nly the first one - "3towaway to Pars" by John DSeynon ever
saw print., The printer had undertolen more than he could cope with, and
the editorial wheels ground almost te a2 halt as delay fellowed delay and
no New Worlds No: 22 was printed., (n various occasions, while still at
the printers, it was leted fugust, ther .ununn, tlhea Cctober and finally
December, before actually going to press.




Gyen after the issue had been printed further delays ensued before
I received three advance copies — on the 16th January 1954! We reiused to
accept delivery in view of the fact that the issue was already out of date
and thereafter we were inveolved in semi-~legzal discussions which precluded
the possibility of continuing publication. Two of the three copies of th
that ill-fated original No: 22 were used by the seclicitors as evidence,
the third copy I retained; the rest were held under bond and subsequently
destroyed. It therefore transpires that I mow have the only copy of that
original issue No: 22 in the world —- for what that is worth!

Waturally, you will not find the unpublished issue of No: 22 list-
ed in the accompanying checklist, as it was never officially om sale. But
for those who keep records the completc contents were as follows:—

Cover - by Guinn {(blccks for which were eventually released to us
and used on JScience Fantasy HNo: 13); lead novelette "This krecious Stone"
by H.J.turdech; short stories: "Cnly an 4cho" by .lan 3Barclay; "Cone .way
Hone" by Trancis €. Rayer; "The rerifect Sceretary" by J.7.5urke; "All
Glory Forgotten" by Fenneth Dulnmer; "luseun Fiece" by John Christopher.
Article: "Radiac" by John Newnan.

If you look througl the checklist you will fimd that all the
stories were subsequently used in later issucs of New Yorlds.

Towards the clcose of 1953, however, Fate had again taken a hand
in the future of New Worlds. Ocience writer laurice Goldsnith produced =
picture article in Illustrated which featured several New Worlds covers,
photographs of many of cur authers, and a synpathetic write-up about
Qritish science fiction. This was scen by the directors of a London pub-
lishing house, who were investigating the possibilities cf launching a
new British science fiction magazine, and their subsequent enguiries
finally led to the merger of the existing Nova iublications within the
franework of their organisation,.

Fortuitously for Hova the merger took place just before the
hiatus with the printer and the new organisation enabled Nova rublications
to imnediately plan and procduce New Yforlds on a regular nonthly basis witl
the necessary capital that it had always Dbeen considered would bhe necess-
ary to launch such an undertaking.

Since going nonthly in March 1954 the npa;sazine has never locked
back, but steadily improved cver the years; has never been late on pub-
lication and has developed a great number of new 3ritish writers to both
its and the country's credit, lany of its stories have been anthologised,
sorme of its serials published in bool form and its reputation becone
internationally known thrcughout the world.

WYhich, from such snall berinnings - and considering the alnost
insurrountable obstacles it has had to overcone - is sonething to De
very proud about.
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